
 

 

Santa Barbara County Child Care Planning Council 
Minutes September 14, 2022 – 9:00 - 10:00 am  

Mar Monte Hotel, 1111 E Cabrillo Blvd, Santa Barbara CA 93101 
 
Attendance: Members Present: Grigor Arzumanyan, Jacqui Banta, Jennifer Bergquist, Michelle Graham, 
Holly Harvan, Jennifer Macdonald, Robin Palmerston, Michelle Robertson, Nancy Saengjaeng, Raquel Valdez, 
Serineh Vartani, Janelle Willis  
Members Excused: Artesia Carlon, Donna B. Fisher, Flo Furuike, Shelley Grand, Beth Hassenplug, Eileen 
Monahan (late - missed council), Annette Muse, Daisy Ochoa, Susan Walsh 
Members Absent: Supervisor Gregg Hart, Tressa Saviers, Ralph Ybarra 
Alternates Present: Bridget Baublits, Maggie Flores  
Guests Present: Sarah Diaz (SBCEO), Jeanette Hatfield (SBCEO), Erika Maldonado (SBUSD), Melynda 
Velasquez (SBCEO), 
Staff Present: Christian Patterson, Shelley Trost 
 
I.  Call to Order and Welcome 

Chair, Michelle Graham, called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m.  
 

II.  Public Comment Period 
None.  
 

III. Approval of the Minutes of May 11, 2022  
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the meeting of May 11, 2022, by Jacqui Banta. 
Michelle Robertson seconded the motion. No opposed or abstentions. MSC.  

IV. Reconsider State of Emergency 
Christian Patterson reviewed the Brown Act Virtual Meeting Requirements  
• On March 4, 2020, Governor Newson declared a statewide emergency arising from COVID-19 pursuant to Government 

Code section 8625 

• On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB361 which amends the Brown Act to allow for governing boards 
to continue holding virtual meetings should there be:  

 A. A State of Emergency 
 B. Imminent risk to the health and safety of attendees 

• Special vote/meetings must be held every 30 days or less prior to the next calendared meeting to reconsider whether 
the State of Emergency continues to directly impact the safety of members to meet in person 

• A vote will be taken to reach a decision about whether to continue meeting virtually. Voting is for members only. 

Janelle Willis proposed that we remain virtual. Michelle Graham agreed. Discussion. Virtual 
meetings expire January 2024. The state may amend the current Brown Act to include a hybrid type 
meeting or some other version. We are currently allowed to remain virtual. We can also vote to 
meeting in person.  
Vote for October 12th Meeting (Remote or In-person) 
 
A motion was made to meet virtually until otherwise decided by Jacqui Banta. Robin Palmerston 
seconded the motion. No opposed. MSC.  

  
V. Council Business 

Member Commitment letters and In-Kind letters were discussed. Included in package.  
The 2022-23 meeting schedule was also discussed to save the dates. Included in package.  
 



 

 

 
 
Nancy Saengjaeng announced that her job description has changed, and she is no longer the DSS 
representative for CCPC. Her replacement is Grigor Arzumanyan, who was present today and shared 
a little bit about himself.  Grigor has submitted a member application.  

 
VI. Coordinator’s Report  

• ARPA funds are being released in Santa Barbara County. CCPC is applying for Bucket A - 
$250,000 - to increase agencies that can care for infants and toddlers.  

• Bucket B – is $1.2 million to help our community expand adding new facilities and new 
classrooms for infants and toddlers.  

• Bucket C – will cover tech support and assistance as well as help a facility person break down 
barriers towards opening new facilities making it easier to open infant toddler spaces.  

• Bucket D is for first responders. To assist our county to develop an emergency plan in the event 
anything like the pandemic happens again.  

• Applications are due October 7th, and we are currently working on our grant proposal. If we 
secure these funds, we will be an active part of implementing these plans.  

 
VII. Public Policy Review – Packet included in official records 

AB92 – Allows for family fees not to exceed 1% of a family’s monthly income.  
AB321 – Subsidizes and help families whose language is not English. 
AB649 – APP programs allow providers to receive higher funding based upon the number of hours a 
provider holds for a child’s space rather than actual hours attended. The two can vary.  
AB2131 – Universal Licensing is on the governor’s desk to be signed. Licenses now will list what age 
group is served. It will be required that one license is carried per site not by organization.  
AB2806 – Amends the current system for sites to keep record of expulsion and suspension and must 
be reported to the Governor’s office. If a site has a high number of expulsions or suspensions – the 
site will have to create a plan.  
AB2827 – Revised current CDSS regulations concerning outdoor play. Santa Barbara County 
currently has an exception waiver in place.  
AB2382 – Whole child equity framework and equity tool. Approximately twenty counties will 
participate in this roll out. This is to connect equity and diversity within our counties.  
SB70 – Presents a huge change to our schooling system. One year of kindergarten will be 
mandatory. Right now, kindergarten is an option. Transitional Kindergarten will not count as 
kindergarten. Most children in Santa Barbara County currently attend kindergarten.  
SB1407 – Opens doors for enrollment in the CSPP programs. Eligibility will be to include low income. 
Those on CalFresh, MediCal, will now be eligible for CSPP programs.  

VIII.    Other Business/Announcements 
Janelle announced that LPC is working on a survey concerning how many staff are missing per site. 
Our goal is to see a full picture of what is happening in Santa Barbara County.  
 

IX.   Adjournment 
        The meeting was adjourned by Chair, Michelle Graham, at 9:56 a.m. Retreat begins at 10:15 a.m.  
 
Access to agenda items can be found by clicking the following link: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T_d6thyid8GX4lDIFrCqxADmTaKe3iF5?usp=sharing   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1T_d6thyid8GX4lDIFrCqxADmTaKe3iF5?usp=sharing

